
(PRO SE PARTIES - IMPORTANT- READ CAREFULLY!)
THIS WILL BE THE ONLY NOTICE YOU WILL RECEIVE CONCERNING YOUR TRIAL DATE AND WHAT YOU NEED TO DO TO PREPARE FOR YOUR TRIAL.  DO NOT LOSE THIS ORDER AND EXHIBIT.  YOU ARE NOW SCHEDULED FOR A TRIAL AS LISTED ON THE FIRST PAGE OF THIS ORDER.  MAKE SURE YOU ARE AWARE OF ALL OF THE FOLLOWING:
1. NON-JURY TRIAL.  You are now scheduled for a non-jury trial before a circuit court judge.

2. TRIAL DATE.  Do not forget your trial date.  Your failure to come to court on the given date at the right time may result in your losing the case and the other party winning.

3. EXCHANGE OF DOCUMENTS AND INFORMATION.  If the judge told you to submit any documents or give any information to the other party (such as a list of your witnesses’ names and addresses), DO IT.  Your failure to do this as directed by the judge may cause court sanctions against you such as extra court costs, contempt of court, or delays.

4. THIRD-PARTY COMPLAINTS.  If you are the defendant and you believe the plaintiff may win the suit against you, but, if the plaintiff does, someone else should pay you so you can pay the plaintiff, then you must file a third-party complaint against that person and serve that person with notice of your claim.  Once served, that person must appear in court as you have to answer your complaint against that person.  This must be done prior to trial within the time allowed you by the judge.

5. TRIAL PREPARATION.  Bring all witnesses, all documents, and all other evidence you plan to use at the trial to prove your claim or defense.  There is only one trial!  Have everything ready and be on time.  If the judge advised you at the pre-trial conference hearing that you needed something for the trial, such as an expert witness (an automobile mechanic, and automobile body worker, a carpenter, a painter, etc.) or a particular document (a promissory note, a lease, receipts, statements, etc.), make sure you have that necessary person, document, or other evidence with you at the trial.  Written estimates of repairs are usually not acceptable as evidence in court unless both parties agree the written estimates are proper for the judge to consider or unless the person who wrote the estimate is present to testify as to how that person arrived at the amounts on the estimate and that those amounts are reasonable in that particular line of business.  Please remember that the rules of evidence set forth in Chapter 90, Florida Statutes, apply equally to pro se parties, and the Court will expect the parties to be familiar with such rules.  LASTLY, YOU (AND NOT THE COURT) ARE RESPONSIBLE FOR SUBPOENAING ALL WITNESSES YOU NEED AT THE TRIAL AND HAVING THEM SERVED WITH THE TRIAL SUBPOENA WELL IN ADVANCE OF THE TRIAL.
6. INTERPRETER.  If you have difficulty speaking or understanding English and believe you will need a person at the trial to translate and assist you in presenting or defending your case, you will need to bring that person with you to trial.  The Court does not provide an interpreter in civil lawsuits such as this.  The person you bring to trial to translate for you needs no formal training as an interpreter.  That person can be a relative or friend who can communicate effectively in English and in the language you speak.

7. COURT REPORTER AND APPEALS. Your non-jury trial will not be recorded.  If you wish to have a record of the proceedings, a court reporter is necessary.  To obtain a court reporter to record your final hearing, you must immediately contact a court reporter or court reporting firm.  Appeals to a higher court because you are not satisfied with the outcome of the trial are governed by special rules.  One of these rules requires that the appellate court have a complete record of the trial to review for errors.  If you do not have a court reporter at your trial, your chances of success on appeal will be severely limited.

8. SETTLEMENT.  If all parties agree on settlement of all claims before trial, each party must notify the judicial assistant by email to the division email (circivdivc@fljud13.org) or telephone (813.272.6994) so the allotted trial time may be reassigned to someone else and so the judicial assistant may give the parties further instruction on documenting the settlement.
9. ADDRESS CHANGES.  All changes in mailing addresses must be furnished in writing to the clerk and to the opposing party.

10. ADDITIONAL PROBLEMS.  For anything you do not understand about the above information and for any additional questions you may have concerning procedural issues only, please contact the judicial assistant at 813.272.6994.  Please know that the judicial assistant CANNOT give you legal advice on how to prove your case.  However, she may be of assistance to you in questions of procedure.  If you need legal advice, please contact an attorney of your choice.  If you know of none, you may wish to call the Hillsborough County Bar Association Lawyer Referral Service for assistance at 813.221.7780.
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